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it? Are honest conscientious men to lose credit with their
countrymen for not swallowing implicitly any crude and
disputable propositions that any man takes for an infallible
nostrum. What measures of a court could be more despotic ?
And allow me to say, that any man who would dictate to
a whole party ought to have given proofs of consummate
abilities before he assumed so dictatorial a tone, and certainly
before he will have his mission universally acknowledged.

In good faith, my dear Sir, it requires no great sagacity to
foresee that such rashness and obstinacy will soon split the
opposition into an hundred petty factions. The court is one
compact body and uniform. The opposition is a most hetero-
geneous assemblage; and as the great man who is to conduct
them has not yet appeared, I doubt that without much dis-
cretion and address the present spirit will degenerate, and
be lost in flippant projects that will clash with each other,
and whose leaders will hate each other more than their
common enemies. Your good sense must bridle those under
your diocese, and even if you think my advice not sound, it
may not be useless to have some too circumspect, as well as
others too enterprising. The recovery of a majority of
twenty-six last week by the administration shows how little
cordiality there was in the defection of the Tories. They
are no doubt but temporizing with their constituents;
perhaps have dispensations, and certainly would have them
for taking engagements, which they would not observe
when their elections were secured. Some Whigs deserted
too, because their electors are officers of revenue. In short,
I have said enough to lead you to reflect what variety of
interests ought to be weighed, before disputable questions
are converted into articles of faith. It is good that an
army should be warm, but the generals ought to be very
cool.
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